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Getting to Know You
Manor Resident

Not too many people can lay claim to living

in a jail and not be a prisoner, but twice in her
life Edith did. Edith’s father was the sheriff in
Oregon, lllinois and back then it was common
for the family of the sheriff to live at the jail.
Part of the duties of the women in the family
was to prepare the food for the prisoners.

Edith White was born in her grandmother’s
house in Oregon. Her parents, James and

Sarah had come there for the grandmother’s
assistance as midwife. Edith joined sister
Nancy, and together they welcomed sister Laura
a few years later.

After receiving her primary education in
Oregon, Edith attended the Rockford School
of Business. In order to pay her way through
college, she worked and lived at the Rockford
Girls Residence. Her duties included, but were
not limited to, setting the tables and washing
dishes.

Edith met future husband Richard Fridley
when they were children. Although they were
very familiar with each other, Richard did not
get that special glint in his eye until Edith was

a senior in high school. Richard and Edith’s
first date consisted of a drive to Grand Detour.
After a short courtship, Richard proposed on
Valentine’s Day. When asked if it was a surprise

Edith Fridley

Edith replied, “I wasn’t expecting anything
on Valentine’s Day specifically, but | sure was
hoping.” They were married in May 1943.

Richard was in the Army Air Corp. at the
time and was often transferred from base to
base. Until she could join him, Edith stayed
busy, working at jobs to help supplement their
income. She told the story of the time they
shared a one-bedroom house with two other
couples. She said, “One couple lived in the
bedroom, one couple lived in the living room
and we lived in the dining room. All of us
shared the kitchen and outhouse and we had
to hang blankets to get any privacy.” When
Richard received orders he was to be shipped
overseas, he brought Edith back home to
Oregon.

By the time of his discharge, he and Edith
welcomed their first daughter, Joyce with
Jeanne arriving a couple of years later. Edith
continued to work as needed and Richard
operated Fridley Motors until his retirement in
1984. The couple enjoyed many cruises during
their marriage and in addition, visited many
countries. Richard died in 2005 and although he
is missed, Edith spends her time visiting with
family and friends, reading and participating

in the activities provided by the Activity
Department.

Hope Cullor is an administrative assistant at
Pinecrest Manor, but with that said, it does

not fully encompass all that she is and does.
Behind that smiling face is a “Jill of all trades.”
At any given time, she can be assisting residents
and staff, dealing with salesmen, answering the
phone or writing receipts. Often she is juggling
several duties at one time.

Hope has been an integral part of Pinecrest
Manor for over two years. Her previous job at
Stephenson Nursing Center, along with on-
the-job training at Pinecrest, has given her the
knowledge she needs to be successful in her
position.

This married mother of three lives in the
country and has many responsibilities outside of
Pinecrest. Their two sons currently live in the
Forreston and Dekalb areas.

Hope said, “My husband farms part-time, in
addition to working a full time job and we have
a daughter still in school, which means leisure
time is a scarce commaodity.” Whenever they
can, the whole family likes to go bowling, see
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movies or do some shopping.

In getting to know Hope, one can sense her
genuine concern for people and have witnessed
her willingness to go that “extra mile” for
others.

Thanks Hope, for your enthusiasm and the
integrity you bring to your position.

Since the Pinecrest Press is currently
being published on a bimonthly basis
as a cost saving measure, we encourage
you to visit Pinecrest’s website for up-
to-date information on the happenings
at Pinecrest. Our web address is www.
pinecrestcommunity.org.

Watch the website for information
on the June grand opening of the
Pinecrest Community Center, and the
Mt. Morris Good Samaritan Banquet.
New information will be posted as it
becomes available.



